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AGENDA 
Historic District Commission Meeting 

 
Date:   Monday, August 10, 2020 
Time:     4:00 P.M. 
Via:     ZOOM Virtual Meeting 

 
TO PARTICIPATE IN PUBLIC COMMENT: Zoom Telephone Number: 312-626-6799. The 
caller will be prompted to enter the meeting ID number: 944 5176 3547. The caller will be placed 
into a virtual “waiting room” until it is their time to speak during public comment. 

  
 

1. Call to Order: 

2. Attendance: 

3. Additions or Deletions to Agenda: 

4. Approval of minutes:  March 9, 2020 

5. Correspondence: 

6. Old Business:  

7. New Business:  

A:  H-5-20  Historic Adventist Village, request for Notice To Proceed for the demolition of 
two structures within the village, 46 Wood Street and 233 W. Manchester.  

 
8. Comments by the Public: 

9. Comments from Commission members and Staff: 

10. Adjournment: 
 

 
 
 
The City of Battle Creek will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of 
printed materials being considered in the meeting upon notice to the City of Battle Creek. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aides or 
services should contact the City of Battle Creek by writing or calling the following: Office of the City Clerk, P.O. Box 1717, 10 North Division – 
Suite 111, Battle Creek, MI 49016, (269)966-3348 (Voice), (269)966-3348 (TDD) Division Site 117      Battle Creek      M    Fax (269) 
910 N. Di 
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CITY OF BATTLE CREEK  
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

City Hall, Commission Chambers  
10 North Division, Battle Creek, MI 49014 

Minutes for Monday, March 9, 2020 
 
Meeting called to order by C. Newman at 4:00 p.m. This meeting was held at City Hall, Commission Chambers 
at 10 N. Division.  
 
Present:  C. Newman, S. Chubinski, T. White, G. Drozdowski, A. Reid, K. Faris  
 
Absent:  D. Sallee, R. Simpson 

                               
Staff Present:   Marcel Stoetzel, Deputy City Attorney, Christine Zuzga, Planning Manager, Glenn Perian, 
Senior Planner, Eric Feldt, Planner, Michele K. Jayakar, Customer Service Rep., Planning Dept. 

 
Announcement:  Welcome to new HDC members Adam Reid and Deboraha Sallee  
 
Note: Commissioner Simpson arrived at the meeting at 4:04, after attendance was noted.  
 
Public Comments:  None.  
 
Approval of the Minutes of the February 10, 2020 meeting: Motion made by Commissioner Chubinski, 
seconded by Commissioner Drozdowski to postpone approval of February minutes until the next meeting. 
MOTION APPROVED. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
H-03-20, Café Rica, 62 E. Michigan Avenue:  For the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for two 
new signs.  

 
Staff Presentation: Presentation given by Eric Feldt, Staff recommends the HDC approval of a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for two new signs at 62 East Michigan Avenue, as the request meets the standards outlined in 
Chapter 1470.09 “Review of Applications”, Chapter 1470.17 “Preservation of Historic Features” and the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards and Guidelines, as outlined in the staff report.  
 
Public Comments: 
None. 
 
HDC Discussion: Commissioner Newman asked the Deputy City Attorney (Marcel Stoetzel) as the Architect 
on the project, if he should abstain from voting. He noted he was not involved in the sign project.  
 
Marcel Stoetzel, Deputy City Attorney answered no, but stated a motion would be appropriate.  
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON TO ALLOW COMMISSIONER 
NEWMAN TO BE ALLOWED TO VOTE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER DROZDOWSKI. ALL 
IN FAVOR, MOTION APPROVED.  
 
MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER DROZDOWSKI AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 
CHUBINSKI TO APPROVE A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR TWO NEW SIGNS AT 
62 E. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CAFÉ RICA. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION APPROVED. 

 
H-04-20, 34 E. Michigan Avenue, Binder Building:   

 
Staff Presentation:  Presentation given by Eric Feldt.  Staff recommends the HDC approve the Notice 
to  Proceed to demolish the tower section of the building at 34 E. Michigan Avenue, if the Commission 
finds that the application meets Chapter 1470.09(2) “Review of Applications” as outlined in the staff 
report. Eric Feldt presented photos showing the progression of the deterioration of the building since 
October.  
 

Note: Commissioner Faris asked Commissioner Sallee to join the board from the audience. D. Sallee arrived 
after the start of the meeting and did not vote for H-3-20, Café Rica, 62 E. Michigan (approximately 4:17) 
 
 
Public Comments: 
None. 
 
HDC Discussion:   
 
Commissioner Newman asked if any building permits have been pulled?  Drawings submitted? 
 
Richard Bolek, Chief Building Official, states currently, at this time, it is his understanding that Mr. Debolt who 
was at the meeting briefly but had left, has not provided anything. The owner was responsible to present some 
type of plan. We have received nothing, no hard dollar numbers or direction from their Engineer either.  
  
Marcel Stoetzel, Deputy City Attorney, states that only the property is available for recovery of funds as litigation 
is pending on other properties and that may be sought in the future.  
 
Christine Zuzga, Planning Manager, states the City has invested over $20,000 in staff hours and consultants to 
date.  
 
Commissioner Simpson states his focus has always been to save the building and he doesn’t regret giving the 
owner 30 days to try. 
 
Commissioner Chubinski asked if the building had been through the Dangerous Building process or Housing 
Board of Appeals. (Both affirmed) 
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MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHUBINSKI TO APPROVE THE NOTICE TO PROCEED 
FOR PARTIAL DEMOLITION OF 34 E. MICHIGAN AVENUE. SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 
SIMPSON, ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION APPROVED.  
 
Deputy City Attorney Marcel Stoetzel recommended that Commissioners amend the meeting minutes and include 
the criteria upon which their decision was based.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON FOR THE HDC COMMISSIONERS TO 
STATE  FOR THE RECORD THAT AT LEAST ONE CRITERIA HAS BEEN MET FOR THE NOTICE 
TO PROCEED FOR PARTIAL DEMOLITION OF 34 E. MICHIGAN AVENUE, THE BINDER 
BUILDING, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER  DROZDOWSKI. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION 
APPROVED.  
 
 

A roll call was taken: 
 
Commissioner Chubinski, yes 
Commissioner White, yes one or more standards met 
Commissioner Newman, yes one or more standards met 
Commissioner Sallee yes  
Commissioner Drozdowski, yes three of the criteria have been met, emphasizing the safety of the 
public.  
Commissioner Simpson, yes at least one standards met 
Commissioner Reid, yes at least one standards met 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
None. 
 
COMMENTS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS AND STAFF:   
 
Marcel Stoetzel, Deputy City Attorney, states that if the property owner is willing to work with the City after the 
decision that they can possibly consider rehabilitation agreement.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Chairperson, Mr. Cody Newman adjourned the meeting at 4:48 P.M. 
 

Submitted by:  Michele K. Jayakar, Customer Service Rep., Planning Department 
 


























































