
 

C I T Y O F B A T T L E C R E E K 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT – PLANNING and ZONING 

 
MEETING NOTICE OF THE 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

DATE: Tuesday, January 14, 2020 
TIME: 4:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Room 301, City Hall (Commission Chambers) 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 

 
2. ATTENDANCE: 

 
3. ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AGENDA: 

 
4. CORRESPONDENCE: 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS: 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A.  Z-11-19, (859 Capital Ave. S.W., Parcel #0063-00-540-0) Petition is for Fadi Gulla and Fast Signs to allow 

2 wall signs off of Capital Ave. elevations and 2 additional wall signs on the south and east elevations. 
Keep the 2 existing pole signs that state “BETTER” face ID in the cabinets. Which is in conflict with 
Chapter 1299.06(6) of the ordinance.  

 
 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  December 10, 2019 
 

8. COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC: 
 

9. COMMENTS BY THE MEMBERS: 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

The City of Battle Creek will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered in the meeting upon notice to the City of Battle Creek. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should 
contact the City of Battle Creek by writing or calling the following: Office of the City Clerk, P. O. Box 1717 
/ 10 North Division - Suite 111, Battle Creek, MI  49016 / Phone: (269) 966-3348 (Voice) / (269) 966-3348 (TDD) 

 
 

 
10 N. Division St. Suite 117 Battle Creek Michigan 49014 

Phone (269) 966-3320 Fax (269) 966-3555 www.battlecreekmi.gov 

http://www.battlecreekmi.gov/
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
MEETING MINUTES 

December 10, 2019 
4:00 P.M. 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  
Mr. James Moreno, Chairperson called meeting to order at 4:01 P.M.      
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Members Present: Deland Davis      Bill Hanner 
   James Moreno  Mark Jones 
   John Stetler  Noris Lindsey 
   Michael Delaware    
  
Members Absent:         Carlyle Sims                                                                         

 
Staff Present:  Marcel Stoetzel, Deputy City Attorney 

Glenn Perian, Senior Planner, Planning Dept. 
Eric Feldt, Planner, Planning Dept.  
Michele K. Jayakar, CSR II. Planning Dept.  

 
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: Z-13.19 (2245 Columbia Ave. Parcel #0066-00-550-
0) Petition from Battle Spring, LLC. Withdrew petition.  
 
CORRESPONDANCE:  None 
 
OPENING COMMENTS: Mr. Jim Moreno, Chairperson stated the meeting procedure where everyone present 
may speak either for or against an appeal and that he will ask for a staff report to be presented and then open 
the public hearing.  At the public hearing, persons may come forward and state their name and address for the 
record as it is being recorded and then speak either for or against an appeal. The public hearing will then be 
closed and the zoning board will discuss and make a decision. If a petition has been denied the petitioner has 
the right to appeal to Circuit Court. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
A. Z-11-19 (859 Capital Ave. S.W., Parcel #0063-00-540-0): 

Z-11-19, Petition is for Fadi Gulla and Fast Signs to allow 2 wall signs off of Capital Ave. 
elevations and 2 additional wall signs on the south and east elevations. Keep the 2 existing 
pole signs that state “BETTER” face ID in the cabinets. Which is in conflict with Chapter 
1299.06(6) of the ordinance 

 
Chairman James Moreno asked for a staff report; Glenn Perian gave a verbal staff report recommending denial 
for petition Z-11-19. 
 
Chairman James Moreno asked the applicant to come forward and speak regarding the request for a 
dimensional variance. 
 
Applicant Fadi Gulla of Fast Signs along with his attorney Ben Bayram state they originally applied for 7 
signs that were approved verbally.  Fadi Gulla also brought forth an email that he states approved the 
signage.  Upon presentation of the email it was noted to be from the City of Kalamazoo.  
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Chair Mr. Moreno asked if there are any members of the public present to either speak for or against the 
variance request. 
 
There was no public to comment.  
  
Chair Mr. James Moreno asked if there was any further discussion; seeing none, he would close the Public 
Hearing and entertain a motion. 
 
MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. JOHN STETLER TO POSTPONE Z-11-19 TO THE JANUARY 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING SO THAT THE APPLICANT MAY HAVE TIME TO 
BRING IN ALL OF HIS PAPERWORK AND IS BETTER PREPARED.  THE MOTION WAS 
SUPPORTED BY MR. DELAND DAVIS. ALL IN FAVOR; NONE OPPOSED. MOTION APPROVED.  
 
B.  Z-12-19, (1525 W. COLUMBIA AVE. SUITE 11 & 13,) PARCEL # 0066-00-550-0) 

Petition from Battle Spring, LLC to add its business name to a pylon sign for the plaza, and keeping its 
main business sign, which faces the road. Which is in conflict with Chapter 1299.06(6) of the ordinance.  
 

Chairman Moreno asked for a staff report; Glenn Perian gave a verbal staff report recommending denial. 
 
Chairman Mr. Moreno asked the applicant to come forward and speak regarding the request for a 
dimensional variance. 
 
Julia Colosimo, attorney for Battle Springs LLC., states that driving from the east it is not easy to see as the 
pylon is in front of the business and hard for customers to see the them.  
 
John Stetler states he feels the pylon is a directory and if he didn’t see the business name he would assume it 
wasn’t there.  
 
Chairman James Moreno that the Zoning assurance letter was signed and if a sign were to be allows on the 
pylon it would create conflict with the Zoning assurance letter.  
 
Glenn Perian, Planner, agreed with Chairperson Moreno and states that would be the Planning Depts. stand. That 
it is a City ordinance, not a State ordinance. That the City Commission felt limiting marihuana signs was 
important.  
 
MOTION WAS MADE BY JOHN STETLER TO ALLOW 1 SIGN ON THE BUILDING AND 1 ON THE 
PYLON OF THE PLAZA. MOTION WAS SUPPORTED BY BILL HANNER.. TWO FOR, FIVE 
AGAINST, MOTION DENIED.  
 
Chairman James Moreno asked for a motion approving the August 14, 2019 meeting minutes.  
 
MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. DELAND DAVIS TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 14, 2019 ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING MINUTES, THE MOTION WAS SUPPORTED BY MARK JONES. 
ALL IN FAVOR; NONE OPPOSED; MINUTES APPROVED. 
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MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. DELAND DAVIS TO APPROVE THE 2020-2021 MEETING 
SCHEDULE.  THE MOTION WAS SUPPORTED BY BILL HANNER. ALL IN FAVOR; NONE 
OPPOSED; MINUTES APPROVED.  
COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC:  None 
 
COMMENTS BY THE MEMBERS / STAFF:  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   Chairman James Moreno adjourned the meeting at 4:40 P.M. 
 
Submitted by: Michele K. Jayakar, Customer Service Rep. II, Planning Dept.  
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