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AGENDA
Historic District Commission Meeting
Date:
Monday, March 14, 2022
Time:
4:00 P.M.
Where: City Hall, Room 301

1. Call to Order:
2. Attendance:
3. Additions or Deletions to Agenda:
4. Approval of minutes: February 22, 2022
5. Correspondence:
6. Old Business:
7. New Business:
A. H-02-22: (44 W Michigan Ave.) Burkett Signs, Inc., for a certificate of appropriateness for
the installment of one blade sign with two double-sided panels secured to the front of the
building and connected to the existing electrical 6’ from last lockable disconnect for property
located at 44 W Michigan Ave.
Parcel# 0252-00-049-4.
B. H-03-22: (238 NE Capital Ave.) Donald McClellan, for a certificate of appropriateness
request for the replacement of faulty windows to allow for thermally efficient windows for
property located at 238 NE Capital Ave.
Parcel# 3870-00-008-0.
C. Election of Officers 2022

8. Comments by the Public:
9. Comments from Commission members and Staff:
10. Adjournment:
The City of Battle Creek will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed
materials being considered in the meeting upon notice to the City of Battle Creek. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aides or services should
contact the City of Battle Creek by writing or calling the following: Office of the City Clerk, P.O. Box 1717, 10 North Division – Suite 111, Battle Creek,
MI 49016, (269)966-3348 (Voice), (269)966-3348 (TDD) Division Site 117
Battle Creek
M Fax (269) 910 N. Di

10 N. DIVISION ST. P.O. BOX 1717 BATTLE CREEK
PHONE (269) 966-3320
FAX (269) 966-3555

MICHIGAN

49016-1717

WWW.BATTLECREEKMI.GOV
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CITY OF BATTLE CREEK
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
Special Meeting
10 North Division, Battle Creek, MI 49014
Minutes for Tuesday, February 22, 2022
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: By Vice Mayor Faris at 4:10 p.m.
This meeting was held in-person.
ATTENDANCE: Vice Mayor Faris asked that attendance be noted. A roll call was taken:
Comm. Simpson, present
Comm. Durham, present
Comm. Reid, present
Comm. Drozdowski, present
Vice Mayor Faris, present
Commissioners Absent: Chair Newman, and Commissioner Sallee
Staff Present: Susan Cronander, Planning Administrator, Travis Sullivan, Planner, Marcel Stoetzel, Deputy City
Attorney, and Vanessa Hernandez, Customer Serv. Rep. II
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AGENDA: None
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Previous meeting minutes submitted for approval for September 13, 2021
meeting.
MOTION MADE BY COMM. SIMPSON SECONDED BY COMM. DROZDOWSKI TO APPROVE
SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 MINUTES.
A roll call was taken: ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION APPROVED
CORRESPONDENCE: None
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:
A.) #H-01-22: (28 Woodmer LN.) Mark Thomas, for a certificate of appropriateness for the replacement
and repair of windows for property located at 28 Woodmer LN.
Parcel# 5390-00-029-0.
B.) Election of Officers 2022
C.) Approval of Historic District Annual Meetings for Year 2022
PUBLIC HEARINGS/DELIBERATIONS
Vice Mayor Katee Faris asked to open the public hearing and asked if the petitioner for item A (#H-01-22) on
the agenda was present. Petitioner was not present or required to attend this special meeting, which was
rescheduled from February 14, 2022 to February 22, 2022, due to no quorum.
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A) CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS H-01-22: Petition from Mark Thomas, requesting a

certificate of appropriateness for the replacement and repair of 14 windows for property located at 28
Woodmer LN. Parcel# 5390-00-029-0.
Staff Presentation: Presentation given by Travis Sullivan, Planner stated staff recommends approval of
#H-01-22 as outlined in the staff report with the recommendation that the condition the request meets the
standards outlined in Chapter 1470.09 “Review of Applications” and Chapter 1470.17 “Preservation of
Historic Features” and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines as outlined in the staff
report.
Applicant Presentation: Not in attendance.
Public Comment: None
HDC Discussion: None
MOTION WAS MADE: BY COMMISSIONER DROZDOWSKI AND SUPPORTED BY
COMMISSIONER REID TO APPROVE #H-01-22 WITH THE CONDITIONS OULINED IN THE
STAFF REPORT (CONDITIONS: 1-3).
ROLL VOTE TAKEN: ALL IN FAVOR (4-0), NONE OPPOSED, MOTION APPROVED
B) ELECTION OF OFFICERS 2022
AGREED TO DELAY VOTE, TO ALLOW ALL COMMISSIONERS TO BE PRESENT.
C) APPROVAL OF HISTORIC DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETINGS FOR YEAR 2022
VICE CHAIR FARIS ASKED AND RECEIVED WITH NO OBJECTION, HISTORIC DISTRICT
COMMISSION ACCEPTED WITH NO OBJECTION.
COMMENTS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS: None.
ADJOURNMENT:
Vice Mayor Faris adjourned the meeting at 4:16 p.m.
Submitted by: Vanessa Hernandez, CSR II, Planning and Zoning
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Battle Creek Historic District Commission
Staff Report
Staff Report

44 West Michigan Avenue
Meeting: March 14, 2022

To:

Historic District Commission

From:

Travis Sullivan, Planner

Date:

March 4, 2022

Subject:

The petition, filed by Burkett Signs, Inc. (applicant), is for the issuance of a Certificate
of Appropriateness for new signage at 44 West Michigan Avenue pursuant to Zoning
and Historic District Commission requirements.

Summary
Staff recommends approval of the subject petition at 44 West Michigan Avenue as the proposed
signage preserves the historic integrity of the building; meets the standards outlined in Chapter
1470.09 “Review of Applications”, Chapter 1470.17 “Preservation of Historic Features” and the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines.

Figure 1: Red pin on aerial points to subject site (44 W. Michigan Ave.) located along W. Michigan Ave.
near the Battle Creek River in the downtown area within the local historic Central Business District. Street
view displays façade from W Michigan Ave. Images courtesy of Google Maps.
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Site & History
The subject site is located at 44 West Michigan Avenue in the downtown area along the north side of
W Michigan Avenue immediately east of the Battle Creek River within the local historic Central
Business District. The building stands at two stories and consists of two ground-floor commercial
units fronting W Michigan Avenue. The structure was built in 1905 and consists of fairly non-descript
architectural elements. The building material is a plastered stucco/brick with glass windows and doors
at the entrances to the commercial storefronts. The second story of the building contains four windows
(two windows to each unit), and appears to have been intended for residential use. The property and
building are owned by The Arc of Calhoun County. The building is currently vacant, with plans for
the suite at 44 W Michigan Avenue to host The Arc of Calhoun County’s office as well as The Arc’s
subsidiary organization, Theirlooms Upcycled Goods. The unit was previously occupied by Cereal
City Tattoo and Piercing, LLC.
Many buildings in the local historic Central Business District are nearly a century old consist of unique
architecture qualities and distinguishing features. The subject building, while constructed in 1905,
differs from many of a similar age in that the façade is fairly nondescript with few distinguishing
architectural features short of the deeply inset entryway to the neighboring commercial unit. However,
due to the building’s age (117 years), as well as the building serving as the historical home of
Pearlman’s Jewelers, the building should be considered a contributing historic resource within the
historic Central Business District.
The Arc of Calhoun County, in partnership with their subsidiary organization Theirlooms Upcycled
Goods, is moving into the space from their former home at 506 Riverside Drive. The Arc plans to
lease the adjacent storefront to a jewelry and clothing boutique outlet. The Arc is applying to place a
new projecting sign consisting of two panels above the entryway to the storefront located at 44 W
Michigan Ave.
The Arc of Calhoun County is a non-profit organization that provides supportive programming for
adults with disabilities, as well as advocacy and further support for the community as a whole as it
relates to citizens with disabilities. Theirlooms Upcycled Goods is owned and operated by The Arc for
the purpose of providing upcycled goods (primarily furniture) to the community through workforce
development of employing individuals with disabilities.
Summary of Request
The applicant filed the subject HDC Certificate of Appropriateness application for a new two-paneled
projecting (or blade) sign facing W Michigan Ave (one panel committed to The Arc of Calhoun
County, the other committed to Theirlooms Upcycled Goods).
The proposed sign consists of two panels mounted on a custom bent 4” round pole. Each panel
includes a 15” wide body cabinet, which will contain equipment to provide for internal LED
illumination. The sign’s four faces (two per panel) will include routed out faces with push through
acrylic lettering, with letter coloring to match that which is represented in the plans included in this
packet.
Each face of the sign will measure 20” x 32” with the total height of the sign (from top to bottom of the
custom bent framing pole) measuring 55”. In terms of square footage, each face will measure 4.46 sq.
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ft., with associated 2.09 sq. ft. body cabinets. Submitted plans indicate that the custom bent pole
serving as the mounting bracket will include a plate screwed into the stucco wall.

Applicable HDC Guidelines and Analysis for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install new
signage at 44 W Michigan Avenue.
This property is reviewed in accordance with City of Battle Creek Building and Housing Code Chapter
1470 "Historic Preservation", as amended, the Michigan's Local Historic Districts Act, as amended,
and the criteria for the National Register of Historic Places as outlined in the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards and Guidelines.
Specifically, the Commission shall follow Section 1470.09 Review of Applications, as follows:
(b)

(c)

The Commission shall also consider all of the following:
(1)

The historic or architectural value and significance of the resource and its
relationship to the historic value of the surrounding area.

(2)

The relationship of any architectural features of the resource to the rest of the
resource and the surrounding area.

(3)

The general compatibility of the design, arrangement, texture, and materials
proposed to be used.

(4)

Other factors, such as aesthetic value that the Commission finds relevant.

The Historic District Commission shall review and act upon only exterior features of a
resource and shall not review and act upon interior arrangements…
And
1470.17 PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC FEATURES.
(a)

Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a
resource which requires minimal alteration of the building, structure or site
and its environment, or to use the resource for its originally intended purpose.
Staff finds the proposed signage will be installed by screws into the stucco wall
resulting in minimal alteration to the building. The proposed sign will be
internally illuminated with lettering consistent with that which is described in
the plans included in this packet. Although the sign has elements of modern
material and design, it will not negatively impact the building’s somewhat
nondescript appearance.

(b)

The distinguishing original qualities or character of a resource and its
environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic
material or distinctive architectural features shall be avoided when possible.
3 of 5
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No historic material or distinct architectural features of the building will be
removed or altered with the proposal. As noted, the building façade is fairly
nondescript in nature, with few defining architectural characteristics.
(c)

All resources shall be recognized as products of their own time. Alterations
that have no historic basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance
shall be discouraged.
No alterations are proposed to the building that will result in an earlier
appearance associated with the proposed sign.

(d)

Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the
history and development of a resource and its environment. These changes
may have acquired significance in their own right, and this significance shall
be recognized and respected.
This criteria is not relevant to the project because no changes to the exterior
have taken place which may have acquired significance in their own right.

(e) Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which
characterize a resource shall be treated with sensitivity.
The features and craftsmanship of the building will not be negatively impacted
by the project. The building consists of a fairly nondescript façade with few
examples if skilled craftsmanship. Further, the proposal will result in minimum
modification to the stucco walls. Should the proposed sign be removed in the
future, little to no alteration to the building will have occurred.
(f)

Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced
wherever possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material
should match the material being replaced in composition, design, color,
texture and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing
architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of features,
substantiated by historic, physical or pictorial evidence rather than on
conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural elements from
other resources.
This criteria is not relevant because the proposal does not entail any repairs or
replacements.

(g) The surface cleaning of resources shall be undertaken with the gentlest means
possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage the
historic materials shall not be undertaken.
Intensive cleaning application such as sand blasting will not be necessary for the
project.
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(h)

Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological
resources affected by or adjacent to any project.
This criteria is not relevant because no underground work is necessary for the
project.

(i) Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing resources shall
not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy
significant historic, architectural or cultural material and when such design is
compatible with the size, scale, color, material and character of the property,
neighborhood or environment.
Since the building currently possesses little in the way of architectural
uniqueness or examples of skilled craftsmanship, it is not anticipated that the
more contemporary design of the proposed sign will damage or destroy any
significant material.
(j) Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to resources shall be done in
such a manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the
future, the essential form and integrity of the resource would not be impaired.
The proposed signage could be removed in the future without negatively
affecting the essential form or integrity of the building.

Recommendation
The proposed signage is intended to identify the new locations of the Arc of Calhoun County, as well
as its subsidiary organization, Theirlooms Upcycled Goods. With staff’s analysis of the application, the
proposal complies with the standards outlined in Chapter 1470 Historic Preservation and is
recommended for approval. As contained herein, staff is not aware of any issues that the Commission
might find in conflict with Chapter 1470 Historic Preservation, the Michigan Local Historic Districts
Act or the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines.
Therefore, planning staff recommends approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the new
signage for 44 W Michigan Avenue, as the request meets the standards outlined in Chapter
1470.09 “Review of Applications”, Chapter 1470.17 “Preservation of Historic Features” and the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines, as outlined in the staff report.
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Battle Creek Historic District Commission
Staff Report
Staff Report

238 Capital Avenue NE
Meeting: March 14, 2022

To:

Historic District Commission

From:

Travis Sullivan, Planner

Date:

March 7, 2022

Subject:

The petition, filed by Mr. Donald McClellan (owner), is for the issuance of a Certificate
of Appropriateness for replacement of front windows at 238 Capital Avenue NE
pursuant to Zoning and Historic District Commission requirements.

Summary
Staff recommends approval of the subject petition at 238 Capital Avenue NE as the proposed window
replacement preserves the historic integrity of the building; meets the standards outlined in Chapter
1470.09 “Review of Applications”, Chapter 1470.17 “Preservation of Historic Features” and the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines.

Figure 1: The building at the subject site (238 Capital Ave. NE) is located within the local historic Old
Maple Street district (shading). Aerial photography provided by City of Battle Creek staff; dated April
2020 (approx.)
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Site & History
The subject site is located at 238 Capital Avenue NE in the Old Maple Street local historic district area
on the south side of Capital Avenue NE between Elm Street and Penn Street. The building is located
in the T-3 Neighborhood Commercial zoning district, stands at three stories and has been converted
over the years to a multi-family structure consisting of approximately 14 units. The structure includes
elements associated with the Greek Revival and Neo-Classical architectural style, with the window
material throughout the building currently a combination of wood and vinyl frames. The building is
approximately 6,700 sq. ft. in area, and is located on a lot measuring approximately one acre.
According to the applicant, the subject building was constructed in 1879 and was associated with
Charles W. Post (owner of the Post cereal company). The building underwent numerous additions and
renovations in the early 1900’s, and was sold to local prominent business owners of the time. The
building was later converted from a large residence into an international health resort. Sometime in the
1930’s, the building was further converted into apartments. Today, the building continues to serve as a
14 unit multi-family building.
The Historic District Commission approved a series of repairs and renovations in July of 2021,
including the removal of numerous existing window panes to be replaced with thermo-panes. In the
time since the approval, it has further been brought to the owner’s attention that the windows along the
front of the building (facing Capital Avenue NE) are in need of replacement as well.

Summary of Request
The applicant has filed the subject HDC Certificate of Appropriateness application to replace the
existing wood-framed windows along the front of the building with vinyl frames.
The applicant has indicated a desire to maintain an aesthetic quality that replicates as closely as
possible the features of the existing windows. A unique and distinguishing feature of the windows
currently along the front of the building is existence of a number of decorative copper-bound leaded
glass panes. The intention for this project is to remove the decorative panels, bind the panels in a light
anodized aluminum frame, install clips onto the new window units where the decorative panels may be
affixed and display the details of the original window units and maintain the historic appearance.
The applicant states that the exteriors of the frames have been painted white to match the original trim
details of the structure. The applicant intends to maintain consistency with the original details,
including the white trim work. The applicant states that the proposed vinyl-framed windows will be
for the most part indistinguishable from a painted wood-frame. Additionally, given the fairly
significant setback of the structure from the street, there would be little aesthetic advantage to
maintaining the wood-framed windows.
Applicable HDC Guidelines and Analysis for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install new
signage at 80 West Michigan Avenue.
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This property is reviewed in accordance with City of Battle Creek Building and Housing Code Chapter
1470 "Historic Preservation", as amended, the Michigan's Local Historic Districts Act, as amended,
and the criteria for the National Register of Historic Places as outlined in the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards and Guidelines.
Specifically, the Commission shall follow Section 1470.09 Review of Applications, as follows:
(b)

(c)

The Commission shall also consider all of the following:
(1)

The historic or architectural value and significance of the resource and its
relationship to the historic value of the surrounding area.

(2)

The relationship of any architectural features of the resource to the rest of the
resource and the surrounding area.

(3)

The general compatibility of the design, arrangement, texture, and materials
proposed to be used.

(4)

Other factors, such as aesthetic value that the Commission finds relevant.

The Historic District Commission shall review and act upon only exterior features of a
resource and shall not review and act upon interior arrangements…
And
1470.17 PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC FEATURES.
(a)

Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a
resource which requires minimal alteration of the building, structure or site
and its environment, or to use the resource for its originally intended purpose.
Staff finds that the proposed window replacement is intended to preserve the
building’s historic appearance and improve its functionality. No substantial
alteration of the building, other structures, or the site is proposed. No change in
the use of the structure is proposed.

(b)

The distinguishing original qualities or character of a resource and its
environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic
material or distinctive architectural features shall be avoided when possible.
No historic material or distinct architectural features of the building will be
removed or altered as a result of this proposal. The only change proposed by
the this application is the replacement of the existing white wood-framed
windows along the front of the building with white vinyl windows.

(c)

All resources shall be recognized as products of their own time. Alterations
that have no historic basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance
shall be discouraged.
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No alterations are proposed to the building that will resulting in an earlier
appearance associated with the proposed window replacement.
(d)

Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the
history and development of a resource and its environment. These changes
may have acquired significance in their own right, and this significance shall
be recognized and respected.
This criteria is not relevant to the project as no changes to the exterior that may
have taken place which may have acquired significance in their own right will
be impacted.

(e) Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which
characterize a resource shall be treated with sensitivity.
The features and craftsmanship of the building, including the front porch
columns, dentil molding, and stained windows will not be negatively impacted
by the proposed project. All distinctive stylistic features will remain in place
unaltered.
(f)

Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced
wherever possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material
should match the material being replaced in composition, design, color,
texture and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing
architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of features,
substantiated by historic, physical or pictorial evidence rather than on
conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural elements from
other resources.
The existing wood-framed windows have suffered degradation over the years
and are at a point where functionality has been significantly impaired. While the
proposed replacement of the windows includes a conversion from wood to vinyl
frames, the applicant intends to the match the aesthetic characteristics of the
replacement frames to the frames currently on the front of the building, both in
color and overall appearance. Additionally, the applicant intends to maintain the
existing decorative copper-bound leaded glass panes.

(g) The surface cleaning of resources shall be undertaken with the gentlest means
possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage the
historic materials shall not be undertaken.
Intensive cleaning application such as sand blasting will not be necessary for the
project.
(h)

Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological
resources affected by or adjacent to any project.
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This criteria is not relevant because no underground work is necessary for the
project.
(i) Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing resources shall
not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy
significant historic, architectural or cultural material and when such design is
compatible with the size, scale, color, material and character of the property,
neighborhood or environment.
The project consists of the replacement of the existing wood-framed windows
along the front of the building with vinyl-framed windows. Given the
applicant’s commitment to maintaining the uniqueness and aesthetic qualities of
the existing windows, as well as the significant setback of the building from the
street, it does not appear that the proposed project will destroy any significant
historic, architectural, or cultural material of the building or site.
(j) Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to resources shall be done in
such a manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the
future, the essential form and integrity of the resource would not be
unimpaired.
The proposed replacement windows could be removed in the future without
negatively affecting the essential form or integrity of the building.

Recommendation
The proposed replacement of the existing wood-framed windows along the front of the building with
vinyl-framed windows will preserve the current appearance of the structure while improving the
overall value and functionality. With staff’s analysis of the application, the proposed window
replacement complies with the standards outlined in Chapter 1470 Historic Preservation and is
recommended for approval. As contained herein, staff is not aware of any issues that the Commission
may find in conflict with Chapter 1470 Historic Preservation, the Michigan Local Historic Districts
Act, or the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines.
Therefore, planning staff recommends approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the
replacement of the existing white wood-framed windows along the front of the building at 238
Capital Avenue NE with white vinyl-framed windows, as the request meets the standards
outlined in Chapter 1470.09 “Review of Applications”, Chapter 1470.17 “Preservation of
Historic Features” and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines, as outlined in
the staff report.
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