
C I T Y   O F   B A T T L E   C R E E K 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT – PLANNING and ZONING 

10 N. Division St.     Suite 117      Battle Creek      Michigan      49014 

Phone (269) 966-3320     Fax (269) 966-3555       www.battlecreekmi.gov 

AGENDA 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Date:   Wednesday, July 22, 2020 
Time:     4:00 P.M. 
Via:  ZOOM Virtual Meeting 

TO PARTICIPATE IN PUBLIC COMMENT: Zoom Telephone Number: 312-626-6799. The 
caller will be prompted to enter the meeting ID number: 927 2301 3720. The caller will be placed 
into a virtual “waiting room” until it is their time to speak during public comment. 

1. Call to Order

2. Attendance

3. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda

4. Approval of Minutes – January 7, 2020 Special Meeting minutes

5. Correspondence

6. Public Hearings/Deliberations:

A. #Z-01-20: Petition from Stetler Built Homes, Inc., at 291 N. 20th St., Springfield,
MI 49037, requesting to allow increased density of lots 34-46 of Huntington Hills
from PURD Residential and Agricultural to MDMF-Medium Density Multiple
Family zone on vacant land known as Huntington Hills, Calhoun County
Subdivision Plan No. 30.

7. Old Business

8. New Business: Election of 2020 Officers – Chair and Vice-Chair

9. Comments by the Public

10. Comments by the Staff and Commission Members

11. Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted, 
Christine M. Zuzga, AICP 
Executive Secretary, Planning Commission 

http://www.battlecreekmi.gov/
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BATTLE CREEK PLANNING COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES  

Tuesday, January 7, 2020- SPECIAL MEETING 

1. Call to Order: Chairperson Buscher called Meeting to order at 4:01. 
 
2. Attendance: 

Members Present: 
Jim Hopkins  Robert Whitfield  
John Stetler  Joe Soberalski 
John Godfrey  Cody Newman            
Daniel Buscher           Lynn Ward Gray 

 
           Members Excused:      
           Susan Baldwin 
 
Staff Present: Christine Zuzga, Planning Manager, Planning Dept.  
                       Marcel Stoetzel, Deputy City Attorney 

Glenn Perian, Senior Planner, Planning Dept.  
Eric Feldt, Planner  
Michele K. Jayakar, Customer Service, Planning Dept.  

3. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda:  NONE 

4. Approval of Minutes: Meeting Minutes November 20, 2019. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GODFREY AND SUPPORTED BY 
COMMISSIONER NEWMAN, TO APPROVE THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 20, 2019.  ALL IN FAVOR 7-0, NONE OPPOSED.  

5. Correspondence: 

6. Public Hearings and Deliberation/Recommendations: 

A: #Z-03-19: Request for rezoning of parcels at the intersection of Bidwell and Foster Streets, 
including 85,86,94 W. Bidwell, and Parcel #8260.00.061.0 (formerly 77/79 Bidwell) and #8260-00-
057-0 (formerly 93 W. Bidwell) from the C-3 Intensive Business District to the R-1C Single Family 
Residential District.  
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Chairperson Buscher opened the public hearing and asked if anyone in the audience wanted to speak.  

Sharleen Phillips of 76 Guest St. spoke. She states she is a member of Living Word Church. They were 
all set to sell to a Medical Marihuana business until two days before the closing when they were informed 
they were backing out due to lack of parking.  She requested a postponement as long as possible.  
 
Cynde Foster from NPC 3 states that after an NPC meeting she came forward and asked for this area to 
be rezoned. She states it is not a good fit for neighborhood.  
 
Carla Berner states her home was built in the 1920’s. She does not want a medical marihuana dispensary 
in her established neighborhood.  
 
Robert Kiss from NPC 3.  At the November NPC #3 meeting, we were all against a marihuana business.  
 
Chairperson Buscher closed the public hearing. 
 
Comments by the Staff and Commission Members: 
 
Planning Manager Christine Zuzga gave the staff report.  
 
John Stetler states that he grew up in the Bidwell neighborhood in the 1940’s. Back then it was appropriate 
to have a neighborhood store with a bus stop. That doesn’t apply today. 
 
Commissioner Lynn Ward Gray asked if there was any feedback regarding churches turned into homes.  
 
Planning Manager Christine Zuzga states, yes she has heard of churches being turned into homes, but 
added that the church would be considered legal nonconforming and be allowed to continue operation. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER WHITFIELD, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER GRAY TO TABLE Z-03-19 UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING. 
  
Commissioner Lynn Ward Gray asked what that time frame would be and what additional information 
would be requested. 
 
Planning Manager Christine Zuzga stated the request would go to the next City Commission meetings, on 
January 21st and February 4th.  

 
A VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE MOTION TO TABLE. 1-7 (WHITFIELD IN SUPPORT), 
MOTION DENIED.  
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER STETLER, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 
GODFREY TO APPROVE #Z-03-19 TO ALLOW REZONING OF PARCELS AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF BIDWELL AND FOSTER STREETS, INCLUDING 85, 86, 94 W. 
BIDWELL, AND PARCEL #8260.00.061.0 (FORMERLY 77/79 BIDWELL) AND #8260-00-057-0 
(FORMERLY 93 W. BIDWELL) FROM THE C-3 INTENSIVE BUSINESS DISTRICT TO R-1C 
SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT BASED ON THE FINDINGS OUTLINED IN THE STAFF 
REPORT. 7-1 (WHITFIELD), MOTION CARRIED.   

Comments by the Staff and Commission Members:        
 

Christine Zuzga, Planning Manager states at the next Planning Commission meeting on January 22, 2020 
the board will elect Officers.   
 
Marcel Stoetzel, City Attorney, states that Article 5 Section 9 of the Bylaws discusses having a conflict of 
an issue.  The Open Meetings Act states that matters about this board shall only be discussed within the 
body, not outside. To go over the rules for the meeting he states the Board should use Roberts Rules of 
Order.  
 
Eric Feldt, Planner, states the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan preliminary draft should be ready in 
one month. Since marihuana was part of the discussion today he would like to remind everyone that on 
the City’s website there is a page specifically for marihuana, medical and adult use.  
 
Glenn Perian, Senior Planner states that the next Planning Commission meeting will be on January 22nd 
and a ZOMA (Zoning Ordinance Map Amendment) update will be given. 
 
Chairperson Buscher asked if there were any other questions or comments.  
 
Without further questions or comment the meeting was adjourned.  
 
Adjournment:  Chairperson Daniel Buscher adjourned today’s meeting.  All in favor, meeting adjourned 
at 4:45 P.M.  
  
Respectfully Submitted: Christine Zuzga, Planning Manager, Planning Dept.  
  
  



 
 
Battle Creek City Planning Commission 
Staff report for the July 22, 2020 meeting 

 

 

To:  Planning Commissioners 

From:   Christine M. Zuzga, AICP, Planning Manager  
 
Subject: Petition Z-01-20, request for a conditional rezoning of thirteen parcels in Huntington 

Hills to allow mixed residential density.  

 
Summary 
 
Petition from Stetler Built Homes Inc., 291 N. 20th St., Battle Creek, MI, 49037, requesting a 
conditional rezoning to allow increased density on vacant land known as Huntington Hills, lots 34-46. 
The conditional rezoning would allow a change from 13 parcels to 31 attached dwelling units in 
Calhoun County Subdivision Plan No. 30. 
 
Background/Property Information 
 
Huntington Hills is located on the east of Stone Jug Road, north of Watkins Road. The subdivision was 
approved as a Planned Unit Residential Development and contains a mix of single family homes and 
condominiums.  
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This property, and land adjacent to the north, west, and south is zoned Agricultural. Directly east is 
Jacaranda Estates, a single family residential subdivision, zoned R1B Single Family Residential.  
 
Single Family Residential is a permitted use in the Agricultural zoning district. Huntington Hills was 
developed under the Planned Unit Residential Development (PURD) process which allows for 
flexibility from the standards established in the zoning ordinance. The flexibility can be attributed to 
density, housing types, setbacks, etc. and is approved as part of the development plan. Approval of a 
PURD is by the City Commission with recommendation by the Planning Commission. 
 
The layout of Huntington Hills included single family homes in three neighborhoods, with varying 
sizes of parcels and homes, and an area of attached residential units, primarily duplexes. The 
development is served by public utilities and roads. 
 
Project Scope 
 
The thirteen parcels subject to the request are located on the northeast corner of the development, 
shown in red on the aerial below.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Petition No. Z01-20 
Stetler Homes_Huntington Hills Cond. Rzng 

Page 3 of 6 

 
The Planned Unit Residential Development approval included thirteen single family parcels accessed 
from a small drive off Barrington Circle. Per the condominium regulations, homes in this section of the 
subdivision were required to be a minimum of 2,000 to 2,600 s.f. in size. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 5 of the application contains a rendering that shows the five parcels subject to the rezoning, their 
intended use, and the location of private septic fields which have been tentatively approved by the 
Calhoun County Health Department. The land size of these five parcels is 6,29 acres and the request is 
to develop 18 housing units, which equates to a requested density of 3+ dwelling units per acre. 
 
 
     
 
Due to increase in construction costs and changing market demographics, the developer is seeking a 
conditional rezoning to allow mixed density residential in this portion of the subdivision to allow 
thirty-one dwelling units in twenty-two buildings, a mix of eleven single family structures, and ten 
duplexes.  
 
If approved, these units will be very similar in nature to the duplex under construction at the Gethings 
entrance to the subdivision. The units will be approximately 1,350 s.f. in size and have a variety of 
floor plan and exterior options (examples included in the application). Each unit would have a two car 
attached garage and other amenities. The price point for each unit is approximately $280,000. The 
target market for these units would be senior citizens looking to downsize into smaller homes with less 
maintenance. 
 
The applicant has included elevations and building plans with his application that show the 
approximate design of the buildings. The proposed structures include a significant portion of the front 
façade being brick/stone, high roof elevations, and high quality design. Staff does not feel the scale nor 
the design of the proposed buildings will be inconsistent with the existing homes. To ensure building 
construction meets these standards, planning staff will review each building permit application, 
elevations, and plans to ensure consistency with this proposal, if approved. 
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An approval of this request would be tied to the parameters listed in the application concerning use, 
size, location, and design. If approved, the applicant would commence with engineering plans for the 
roads and utilities. The applicant would be responsible for ensuring all other codes, regulations, and/or 
limitations concerning utilities, roads, building/trade codes, and stormwater management are met.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applicable Ordinance Provisions  
 
In 2005 the Michigan Zoning Enabling statute was amended to allow for conditional rezoning of land. 
This amendment to allow conditional rezoning provided another tool for property owners seeking the 
ability to use their property in a way other than what is allowed by current zoning. If approved, a 
conditional rezoning ties the use and any development of a property to specific conditions offered by 
the property owner. This is very similar to how the special use permit process and approval works, 
though this is not limited to a specific list of special uses provided for by ordinance. The other 
difference is that conditions cannot be imposed by a municipality, but must be offered by the applicant.  
 
Public Hearing and Notice Requirements 

As required by the Zoning Enabling Act of 2006, as amended, a public hearing notice was published in 
the Battle Creek Shopper’s Guide on Thursday, July 2, 2020 and notices of the public hearing were 
also sent by regular mail on Tuesday, July 7, 2020 to 78 owners and occupants of properties located 
within 300 feet of the subject parcel. To date, the Planning Department has received a few email and 
voicemail questions but has not yet received any official statements of support nor opposition.  
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Neighborhood Outreach 
 
This parcel is located in Neighborhood Planning Council #10. A representative attended their February 
24, 2020 meeting to discuss the project. The group did not have a quorum and could not make a 
recommendation; the letter is attached to the packet. It is our understanding that the applicant also 
discussed the request with the Huntington Hills condominium association. 
 
Analysis and Recommendation 
 
As this is a rezoning request, consideration should be given to the proposed use as it relates to the 
surrounding zoning and land uses, existing infrastructure, and most importantly consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan.  
 
 The 2018 Master Plan analysis (pg 21-22) finds that the number of seniors with higher income 

is on the rise, as is the need for housing for this population. Recent housing studies 
incorporated into the master plan also show a demand for new housing units, particularly those 
that provide flexible housing opportunities other than single family homes. The master plan 
notes the importance of these efforts as a means to attract residents to living in the City while 
driving additional demand. 
 

 Goal 2 of the Master Plan (pg 38) is to “Reposition land use to reflect the anticipated needs of 
the community - Adjust current land use regulations to match Battle Creek’s changing 
character and community needs.” It is important to use zoning as a tool to guide future 
development in order to meet the changing market and community needs. The current zoning 
ordinance is very much a product of traditional efforts to provide single and separate land uses 
and does not take into account changing market conditions and housing choices. The 
conditional rezoning of this section of property takes into consideration the increasing senior 
population, and the demand for higher end, smaller units that provides community 
maintenance.  
 

 Goal 1 (pg. 37), “Promote investment in the city core while limiting unnecessary and premature 
outward growth. Focus future development to infill within the urban growth boundary where 
infrastructure and activity already exists”, prioritizes infill development in the core areas of the 
City, but does stress that it is important to encourage infill and flexible housing choices in areas 
of the City served by public utilities. While further development should be encouraged in the 
city core, this development is served by public infrastructure and has demonstrated success 
with a mix of housing styles. It also provides an opportunity for city living in a more rural 
setting. 
 

 The Future Land Use map (pg. 51) indicates this and adjacent properties as the “Suburban 
Residential” place-type.  The description of this place type (pg. 58) describes single family 
residential, both attached and detached styles, as being appropriate especially on the edge of 
developments to buffer detached single family homes from the potential for higher intensity 
uses along the periphery. 
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 The current density for Huntington Hills is 1.95 dwelling units per acre. The requested increase 
is to 2.07 dwelling units per acre, a negligible increase. The footprint of the proposed duplexes 
will be approximately 2,600 to 2,800 s.f. whereas the footprints of the existing homes in the 
development range from 2,406 s.f. to 4,500 s.f.. The change in housing style and reduction in 
square footage does not dramatically increase the amount of developed land. Even with the 
increase in number of units, the reduction in square footage and targeted demographic in 
seniors will likely reduce the amount of traffic from what was originally approved.  
 

 Though the buildings will be placed more compactly than the single family homes in the 
neighborhood, they will be placed at the edge of the development which allows the proposed 
structures to blend into their surroundings. Additionally, the mixture of single family structures 
and duplexes will provide some variety along the street frontage, while maintaining design 
standards that are consistent with the homes already constructed. 
 

 The approval of this request is directly tied to the proposed use and elements of the proposed 
use as provided for by the applicant in the application. Any substantial changes contrary to that 
which is included on the application would require review and approval by the Planning 
Commission and City Commission. 
 
 

Therefore, based on the above findings and pursuant to M.C.L. 125.3405, planning staff 
recommends that the Planning Commission recommend to the City Commission approval of 
Petition from Stetler Built Homes Inc., 291 N. 20th St., Battle Creek, MI, 49037, requesting a 
conditional rezoning to allow increased density on vacant land known as Huntington Hills, lots 
34-46. The conditional rezoning would allow a change from 13 parcels to 31 attached dwelling 
units in Calhoun County Subdivision Plan No. 30. The conditional rezoning is requested 
pursuant to M.C.L. 125.3405. 
 
Attachments 
 
The following information is attached and made part of this Staff report: Conditional Rezoning Petition 
Form and Supplemental Information (Petition #Z-01-20)  
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Stetler Construction

Koteles, Jeff (DHHS) <KotelesJ@michigan.gov>
Tue 2/25/2020 11:56 AM
To:  Christine M. Zuzga <CMZuzga@battlecreekmi.gov>
Cc:  Dave Weaver <wdav@aol.com>

Email sent from outside of the City of Battle Creek. Use caution before clicking links/attachments.
Good Morning Chris�ne,
 
I am emailing to let you know that Annie and John Stetler a�ended the Westlake/Prairieview NPC 10 monthly
mee�ng for February, 2020 held last night. They gave a presenta�on regarding the development of the Barrington
Villas in the Hun�ngton Hills neighborhood. The issue is the increase in density for the Barrigton area for which
they originally planned single family homes and are now changing to condominiums, some duplexes and more
buildings. I believe John said going from 13 families to 31.
 
It is my understanding this will only impact the immediate Barrington area and that le�ers were sent out 10 days
ago to the area residents and they received no complaints or concerns…at least as of yet. According to John
Stetler, this isn’t even for certain yet but he wants to be able to move forward should this become a reality. He
addressed the thought that as there would be increased density, there would be increased traffic saying that
these homes would be targe�ng a more senior popula�on so, because they’d be driving less the increase in traffic
would be minimal.
 
We didn’t have enough members present at our mee�ng to vote one way or another. Hun�ngton Hills is
somewhat isolated from the overall NPC 10 neighborhood so the impact of the increase in density and traffic
would be minimal to our NPC except to the Hun�ngton Hills neighborhood. Our group also a�ested to the good
quality of the homes in the neighborhood. So, as it is their property already and they had already planned to build
there anyway…and as there is apparently no opposi�on from those neighbors who may be effected, those of our
group in a�endance were not opposed to this change in density.
 
Again I can’t stress enough that we did not vote on this and that we only had one a�endee present from the area
who would not really be effected by this change so, no one from the Barrington area who might oppose this was
in a�endance but I did promise Annie and John Stetler that I would email you and let you know they did present
their proposal to our NPC 10 group.
 
Thanks Chris�ne, hope you are well!
 
 
Jeff Koteles MSW
Chairman, Westlake/Prairie View Neighborhood Council (NPC 10)
(269) 963-7096
kotelesj@michigan.gov
 

mailto:kotelesj@michigan.gov
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Re: Opposing Huntington Hills Rezoning by Stetler

m wrslr <matthew.griffiths@my.wheaton.edu>
Tue 7/21/2020 1:00 PM
To:  Christine M. Zuzga <CMZuzga@battlecreekmi.gov>

P.S. I should have included in my previous email, but I see that Mr. John Stetler is a member of the
Planning Commission.  He, along with any other individuals who have a significant conflict of interest,
should be required to abstain from this vote as his decision making does not come without question.

On Jul 21, 2020, at 12:50 PM, m wrslr <matthew.griffiths@my.wheaton.edu> wrote:

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing in regards to the proposal set forth by Stetler Built Homes to rezone lots 34-
46 of Huntington Hills into 31 attached dwellings.  As a resident of Huntington Hills, 126
Abbington Court, I am firmly against this change for the following reasons:

1. This change does not meet the requirements as set forth in our HOA restrictions,
both in intended use of the land or building size and type.  A change in zoning
should not have the power to overrule the HOA restrictions.  This would have the
potential to significantly erode property values.  This would also have the
unintended effect of decreasing property taxes to support our community.

2. Our neighborhood is split into 4 sections (The Commons, The Kensingtons, The
Abbingtons, and The Barringtons), and none of those sections are completed.
 Therefore it is unnecessary to make this decision now, and would be foolish to start
another area before completing the ones already started.

3. Stetler Built Homes is already in violation of their agreement with our HOA.  They
have not completed the walking path that we pay for with our monthly HOA dues.
 Personally, I would like to see that the walking paths be completed in their entirety
before any further building takes place or continues that will increase foot traffic on
the already shortened paths.

4. Stetler Built Homes has also violated their agreement with our HOA by allowing
other builders to purchase lots and build homes that do not meet the
neighborhood requirements.

5. Rezoning 13 single family lots to 31 attached dwellings will significantly increase
foot and car traffic in our community.  Furthermore it increases population density,
which generally is directly correlated to decreased property values.  I am not
comfortable absorbing a decrease in my property value based on this request.

Furthermore, I am concerned about how this proposal has taken place.  As a member of
the Huntington Hills community I should have been informed from the very beginning.
 Instead, I was informed randomly by a coworker on Monday, 07/20/2020, who happened
to see this.  Also, having reviewed minutes from HOA meetings I can find nothing where
Stetler Homes formally informed the HOA board or HOA members.  Regardless of whether
the intention was to push this through without Huntington Hills residents’ knowledge, that
is the impression that has been made.  Either way, this should be discussed in full by the

mailto:matthew.griffiths@my.wheaton.edu
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HOA board and residents once COVID has calmed down allowing for proper meetings to
occur.

Lastly, significant changes to the HOA bylaws requires a 2/3’s vote by the co-owners of
Huntington Hills.  Stetler Built Homes is describing this proposal as a “small change” in an
attempt to skirt this voting requirement, per Article X, subsection B.3 on page 15 of the
original Master Deed.  I would not describe this zoning change as “small” in both the
change or the effects of the change, and therefore a vote by co-owners should take place
before any zoning change proposal are decided or enforced.

Thank you,
Matthew Griffiths
331-452-4301
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Re: Conditional Re-Zoning in Huntington Hills #Z-01-20

Debbie <kimberbc@att.net>
Tue 7/21/2020 5:47 PM
To:  Christine M. Zuzga <CMZuzga@battlecreekmi.gov>

I understand the area can still be developed as originally approved.  Having lived here for 13 + years, I
can assure you the area in question has changed in that time and has become home to lots of critters,
apparently the animals were not aware of the future plans either.  We had been told, at time of
purchase, that this area could not be developed, apparently we were not advised correctly. 

Thank you for your quick response.  I do plan to attend the meeting.

Debbie Kimber

Sent from my iPad

On Jul 21, 2020, at 5:22 PM, Christine M. Zuzga <CMZuzga@battlecreekmi.gov> wrote:

The aerial photo is from 2015. Google is more recent and does show the stand of trees to
the west, however, this was area approved to be developed with the original subdivision
and so no environmental studies have been performed. If the request at hand is denied, the
developer would s�ll have the ability to develop into 13 single family homes as originally
approved. 

Mr. Stetler as applicant will recuse himself at the beginning of the discussion on the request
for condi�onally rezoning. He will be able to speak as applicant and answer ques�ons the
Planning Commission may have for him. He will be required to abstain from vo�ng.

I will the addi�onal comments into the record as requested.

Chris�ne M. Zuzga, AICP
Planning Manager
City of Ba�le Creek
10 N. Division Street
Ba�le Creek, MI 49014
(269) 966-3320

From: Debbie <kimberbc@a�.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 5:01 PM
To: Chris�ne M. Zuzga <CMZuzga@ba�lecreekmi.gov>
Subject: Re: Condi�onal Re-Zoning in Hun�ngton Hills #Z-01-20
 
Thank you for your response.  We are opposed to this development as proposed.
 Unfortunately, Mr. Stetler did not share these plans with the members of the HOA.    The
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photo you provided is older, I’m guessing approximately 8 years old based on our
neighbors yard, and does not clearly depict the current natural environment and I see no
mention of the area currently serving as a wildlife refuge.  The area directly behind our
residence is adjacent to this proposed development and includes a drainage pond/area,
many times we have seen the area flooded up to the tree line which appears to be the
edge of the proposed development, is this being addressed to ensure appropriate area for
drainage without over burdening this area?   Is their a requirement for an Environmental
Impact Study?  Has it been completed?  

If Mr. Stetler is a voting member of this group, is he allowed to vote on this package?  If
yes, since he stands to personally benefit financially if approved, is this appropriate?  

I would appreciate it if you would include these additional comments for the meeting.

Thank you
Debbie Kimber

Sent from my iPad

On Jul 21, 2020, at 3:37 PM, Christine M. Zuzga
<CMZuzga@battlecreekmi.gov> wrote:

Hi Clarence and Debbie,
Thank you for your email. Based on the drawings submi�ed by the developer, it
appears the structures will be approximately 290 feet from the northeast
corner of your property. The land directly behind your property is dedicated
open space and that would not change with the approval of this request. The
request to change the zoning is only in the area that had originally been
approved to be developed as single family housing, the area and loca�on of
which would not change.

The mee�ng packet is available on the City website, and that contains the
applica�on and a drawing of the original approved
subdivision. h�p://www.ba�lecreekmi.gov/387/Planning-Commission
<image.png>

As you requested I will read your email into the public record during the public
mee�ng. Typically the comment period is an opportunity to provide comments
on a request and does not allow for back and forth dialogue with an applicant.
However, a�er the public comment period, the Planning Commission has an
opportunity to discuss the request and ask ques�ons of the applicant, and
many �mes they will ask the applicant ques�ons based on feedback received
during the public comments/ques�ons.

http://www.battlecreekmi.gov/387/Planning-Commission
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Mr. Stetler has indicated a willingness to talk with residents regarding any
ques�ons they may have, and has requested anyone interested to contact him
at his office at Stetler Homes. 
Chris�ne

Chris�ne M. Zuzga, AICP
Planning Manager
City of Ba�le Creek
10 N. Division Street
Ba�le Creek, MI 49014
(269) 966-3320

From: Debbie <kimberbc@a�.net>
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 9:31 PM
To: Chris�ne M. Zuzga <CMZuzga@ba�lecreekmi.gov>
Subject: Condi�onal Re-Zoning in Hun�ngton Hills #Z-01-20
 
Email sent from outside of the City of Battle Creek. Use caution before clicking
links/attachments.

We live at 190 Kensington Circle, from the drawing provided in your notification
of this meeting, we are unable to determine how close the proposed
development will be to our property.  Please tell us exactly where the proposed
development will be, how close to our property?  When we purchased this
property in 2006 we were told they could not build in this area.  What has
changed or were we not told the truth?  It would be most helpful to see the
original area approved for the 13 single family homes in comparison to an
accurate portrayal of your proposed development.

The area behind our property, that we believe falls in the proposed
development, is wooded and has a large area for drainage.  There are many
species of animals and birds including deer, turkeys, cranes,  and numerous
other species of birds frequenting this area, in addition to the many plants, trees
and flowers.  We are very concerned about the impact on the environment if
this proposal is approved. Has an environmental impact study been
completed?  Is one required?  What will be the impact on the current drainage
pond?  Many times the drainage pond fills up and extends well beyond the area
that is currently holding water.  On numerous occasions we have seen water
extend to the tree line.

I’m sure a lot of these questions we have could have been answered if we were
shown the courtesy by the developers of hosting a meeting to inform all the
residents in this community of this proposal.  Unfortunately that did not
happen, my first awareness of this proposal was when I received the notification
from the city.

Please read my letter at the appropriate Planning Commission Meeting



7/22/2020 Mail - Christine M. Zuzga - Outlook
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scheduled for July 22, 2020.  I will be attending either via Facebook Live or
Zoom and would appreciate a response to all my questions/concerns I’ve
addressed in this letter.

Any questions, please call us.

Thank you,
Clarence and Debbie Kimber
190 Kensington Circle
Phone (269) 209-4134.

Sent from my iPad
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