

HOUSING BOARD OF APPEAL MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 15, 2010

CITY HALL
10 N. DIVISION STREET
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
3RD FLOOR – ROOM 311
BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN


CALL TO ORDER:  1:07 p.m.


MEMBERS PRESENT:   Frank Ballard, Jim Bauer, Denise McCoy and Carlyle Sims.  


MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jackie Braman


STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pam Lawson, Code Officer and Sandra Gray, Secretary 


ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Denise McCoy, Vice Chairman, asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.

Sandra Gray, Secretary, stated compliance has been met for 57 Terrace Avenue, 307 Hunter Street and 15 Echo Street.  


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to approve the July 21, 2010 and August 18, 2010 Minutes.  All yes. Motion carried. 


OLD BUSINESS: 


57 Terrace Avenue:  Complied. 


307 Hunter Street: Complied. 

	
NEW BUSINESS:  


15 Echo Street: Complied. 


DANGEROUS BUILDINGS SHOW CAUSE HEARINGS:


430 Upton Avenue (House):  Rayenae Ruddock, property owner, was present. 

	Steve Ruddock stated they are almost ready to have the plumbing work inspected so the permit can be finaled. 
 
	Pam Lawson, Code Officer, stated Susan Bedsole, License & Compliance Director had agreed to a temporary certificate of occupancy because the property owner had shown a willingness to work with the city to complete repairs outlined in the Notice of Violation, had obtained permits and Andy Harrison, Plumbing/Mechanical  had indicated there were no safety hazards.  The property had been scheduled for the March 17, 2010, Housing Board of Appeals meeting but had been pulled by the Code Compliance Administrator.  Ms. Lawson stated the Ruddock’s have not been in contact with her and does not see where any progress has been made.  

	Steve Ruddock replied he was told by someone at the city that as long as he made progress, the city would continue to update the permit. 

	Denise McCoy asked if the code officer has been in the house.

	Pam Lawson, Code Officer, replied “no”. 

	Carlyle Sims stated since no significant progress has been made since March, he would recommend the order be affirmed.   

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims to affirm the order.  

	Denise McCoy stated there was no support for the motion and asked for direction from the Board.

	Rayenae Ruddock stated at this time, she is the only one in the family that has an income and they would need additional time to finish the work.

	Carlyle Sims stated he would recommend a 45-day modification but if the work has not been completed by then, he would not support any additional modifications. 

	A motion was made by Carlye Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to modify the order for 45 days.  All yes.  Motion carried. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None


BOARD AND STAFF COMMENTS:  

	Carlyle Sims asked if this Board would be liable since we modified this order instead of affirming it.  He also questioned why people can do work in their homes without being certified.

	Frank Ballard, Building Inspector, replied if they own it and are living there, they can pull permits and do the work.  


ADJOURNMENT:

	Denise McCoy, Vice Chairman adjourned the meeting at 1:56 p.m.


/sfg
