

HOUSING BOARD OF APPEAL MINUTES
OCTOBER 20, 2010

CITY HALL
10 N. DIVISION STREET
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
3RD FLOOR – ROOM 311
BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN


CALL TO ORDER:  1:04 p.m.


MEMBERS PRESENT:   Frank Ballard, Jim Bauer, Denise McCoy and Carlyle Sims.  


MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jackie Braman


STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Steve Bundle, Code Officer, Jason Francisco, Code Officer, Pam Lawson, Code Officer, Eric Morris, Code Officer, Todd Nowicki, Code Officer, Dennis McKinley, Code Compliance Administrator and Sandra Gray, Secretary 


ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Denise McCoy, Vice Chairman, asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.

Sandra Gray, Secretary, stated 71E. Kingman Avenue and 105 Euclid Avenue have complied.    


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to approve the September 15, 2010 Minutes.  All yes. Motion carried. 


OLD BUSINESS: 


177 Cliff Street:  Edward Marshall, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to deny the appeal due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried. 

71 E. Kingman Avenue: Complied. 


47 N. McKinley Avenue:  Daniel Wilson, property owner, was present.

	Eric Campbell, Code Officer, reported that 90% of the work is completed and that the Board does not need to grant an extension because he will work with Mr. Wilson on the remaining issues. 

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to deny the appeal based on the comments from the Code Officer.  All yes.  Motion carried.


1233 W. Michigan Avenue:  Mark Dill, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to deny the appeal due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.


35 Springview Drive:   Shelborne Park LLC, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Jim Bauer, supported by Frank Ballard to deny the appeal due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.


142 W. Goguac Street:  Lawrence Smith, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to deny the appeal due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.


217 W. Territorial Street:  Rodney Swanson, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Jim Bauer, supported by Carlyle Sims to deny the appeal due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.


NEW BUSINESS:  


105 Euclid Avenue: Complied. 


77 James Street:  Charles & Holly Smith, property owners, were present.

	Holly Smith stated she and her husband are on a fixed income and that he is on oxygen.  She stated she has left a message for Matt Flanders, Housing Rehab, but has not received a return call, therefore, she is requesting additional time.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to grant an extension until June 1, 2011.  All yes. Motion carried.  


1351-1359 W. Territorial Road:   Dan Wilson, property owner, was present.

	Dan Wilson summarized for the Board the interior issues he has been working on and the timeline for getting it done.

	Jason Francisco, Code Officer, stated the Order to Repair was for the exterior only which have been corrected.  He stated he had contacted Mr. Wilson to let him know that this property did not need to be acted on but since he is here, he would recommend that you deny the appeal.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to deny the appeal based on the comments made by the Code Officer.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


353 Upton Avenue:  Joetta Adams, property owner, was present. 

	Joetta Adams stated the house is being used for storage and asked for a three-month extension to correct the violations.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Frank Ballard to grant a 60-day extension.  All yes. Motion carried. 


101 Winding Way (Units A – F):  Glenwood Trace Apts, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Jim Bauer, supported by Carlyle Sims to deny the appeal due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.


105 Winding Way (Units A – F):  Glenwood Trace Apts, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Jim Bauer, supported by Carlyle Sims to deny the appeal due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.


225 Winding Way (All Townhomes):  Glenwood Trace Apts, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Jim Bauer, supported by Carlyle Sims to deny the appeal due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.


DANGEROUS BUILDINGS SHOW CAUSE HEARINGS:


129 Caine Street (House & Garage):  Norma Griffin, property owner, was present. 

	Norma Griffin stated the plumbing permit has been finaled and the electrical, mechanical, building permits have been pulled.   

	Pam Lawson, Code Officer, stated during her visual inspection, she noticed the steps had been repaired and asked if a permit had been obtained.

	Norma Griffin replied “no”.

	Frank Ballard, Building Inspector, stated a building permit would be needed for that work and suggested that Ms. Griffin contact the Inspection Division. 

	A motion was made by Carlye Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order and have the property owner work with the Code Officer.  All yes.  Motion carried.


32 S. Cedar Street (Garage):  Complied.   
 

27 Fonda Avenue (Numerous Commercial Structures):  Rehrig United, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Jim Bauer, supported by Carlyle Sims to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.    


108 Fox Avenue (House):  Robert Ryan, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Jim Bauer, supported by Carlyle Sims to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.    


136 Fremont Street (House & Garage):  Robert Boyle, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Jim Bauer, supported by Carlyle Sims to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.    


86 Green Street (House & Garage):  Ray Estelle, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


43 Hancock Court (House):   Richard Culpepper, property owner, was present.

	Richard Culpepper stated he is making good progress but someone broke into the house and stole a lot of his tools.

	Pam Lawson, Code Officer, stated Mr. Culpepper is making progress and has stayed in contact with her.  She recommended the Board affirm the order and allow her to continue to work with Mr. Culpepper.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order based on the recommendations from the Code Officer.   All yes.  Motion carried.   


56 Inn Road (House & Shed):  Kimo Bareng, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


16 Janoah Avenue (House):  Susana Rojas and Noe Gonzales, property owners, were not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


47 Lathrop Avenue (House):  Reina Reyes and Anthony Gausman, property owners, were not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


53 Lathrop Avenue (House & Garage):  Theodore Lone, property owner, was not present.

	Richard Lone stated he is the conservator for Ted Lone and he is in the process of trying to sell the house.

	Pam Lawson, Code Officer, recommended the order be affirmed; and, if the property is sold, the new owner would assume the responsibility.  However, if nothing is done either way, the city could still possibly demolish it. 

	 A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order based on the recommendations from the Code Officer.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


174 Lathrop Avenue (House):  Gerardo Gaona, property owner, was not present.

	Pam Lawson, Code Officer, asked if the house is occupied.

	Gerardo Gaona replied Rosa Cruz bought the house on a land contract and he is still working on correcting the violations.  

	Carlyle Sims stated from looking at the list of violations, you have not made much progress in the last year or so.  

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the lack of progress being made on correcting the violations.  All yes.  Motion carried. 


56 Oak Street (House):  Larry Johnson, Jr., property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.  


267 Oneita Street (Garage only):  Elizabeth Settles, property owner, was present.

	Elizabeth Settles stated she has decided she wants to rehab her garage instead of demolishing it.

	Frank Ballard asked what the garage is being used for.

	Elizabeth Settles replied it is being used for storage.

	Carlyle Sims stated in looking at the cost of repair, it appears that it would be more cost effective to demolish and rebuild.

	Pam Lawson, Code Officer, stated when you appeared at the Dangerous Buildings Hearing in September, you indicated that you had decided to demolish the garage.  She further stated that she agrees with the comments made by Carlyle Sims and recommended the order be affirmed. 

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the recommendation from the Code Officer.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


41 Post Avenue (House & Attached Garage):  Rosendo Sandoval, property owner, was not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


207 Post Avenue (House & Garage):  Ronnie & Brenda Face, property owners, were not present.

	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order due to the non-appearance of the property owner.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


58 Seivour Avenue (House):   Brock Becerra, property owner, was not present.

	Mario Becerra, father of property owner, stated the mechanical and plumbing permits have been pulled and work is continuing.  

	Carlyle Sims recommended the Board affirm the order and have Mr. Becerra continue to work with and stay in contact with the Code Officer.
	
	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order and have the property owner continue to work with and stay in contact with the Code Officer.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


271 E. VanBuren Street (House):   Henry Turner, property owner, was present.

	Henry Turner stated until his dispute with the credit union is resolved; he cannot proceed with either rehabbing or demolishing the structure.  
	
	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order and have the property owner continue to work with and stay in contact with the Code Officer.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


42 Wren Street (House & Garage):  Ronald Flesch, property owner, was present.

	Ronald Flesch stated he recently bought the house and plans to continue rehabbing it and may consider moving in himself. He asked the Board for more time to complete the work.

	Carlyle Sims stated this property has been in this process for over a year and still not in compliance, therefore, he would recommend the Board affirm the order and have the owner continue to work with and stay in contact with the Code Officer.
	
	A motion was made by Carlyle Sims, supported by Jim Bauer to affirm the order and have the property owner continue to work with and stay in contact with the Code Officer.  All yes.  Motion carried.   


PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None


BOARD AND STAFF COMMENTS:  None


ADJOURNMENT:

	Denise McCoy, Vice Chairman, adjourned the meeting at 2:39 p.m.
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