NPC 11 
[bookmark: _GoBack]January 23, 2019 Meeting Minutes

Minges Brook/Riverside Neighborhood Planning Council (NPC) #11
Central Christian Church - 713 Riverside Drive Battle Creek, MI 49015
**Revised: 29 Jan 2019**
1. 7:00 PM – Welcome and opening – Leah Ortiz 
2. Attendance sheet: Coleen Jewell, Dan Buscher, Frank Egland, Leah Ortiz, Randall Champlin, Sally Goss, Talia Champlin, Tate Trujillo, Tina Yost Johnson, Chris Simmons, Ryan O’Connell, Carl Fedders, Elizabeth Insley, Pat Fosdick, Mariah Phelps, Jim McDonagh
3. Additions or deletions to this agenda – Accepted no additions or deletions.  
4. Approval of the Nov. 28 meeting minutes distributed via email – Motion Passed
5. Correspondence sent/received and upcoming events:
· Susan Baldwin
i. I (Susan Baldwin) am sending along an update on a couple items that came up during the NPC meeting in November. 

ii. Helen Larder shared concerns about drivers not properly yielding at the intersection of South Hills and Moorland.  I sent this information to Police Chief Blocker.  He indicated he would have patrols stepped up in the area and around the school.  He also apologized that an officer did not attend the November meeting.  There was confusion about the meeting date.

iii. Concerns were also raised about beavers causing issues in the pond behind E. Minges and along M-66, and affecting the water level.  I sent this information to city staff and received the following information from the city’s engineering department:

1. “The beavers in this pond have been an issue for some time now with damming the outlet and raising the water elevation in the pond. Since the pond is private property, I have in the past suggested that the owners (now maybe just one owner?) petition the Drain Commissioner to make it a county drain so that the Drain Commissioner could manage the beaver population. However, all who benefit, those properties draining to the pond and the city (likely 20%), would be assessed for the Drain Commissioner's work on this pond.  

2. “The outlet where the dam is, is very difficult to reach with equipment and probably would need to be remove by hand. However, the beavers would need to be relocated prior to any dam removal.”

3. City staff also indicated that they would be reaching out to the County Drain Commissioner's office

iv. Jason Francisco – Out sick but passed along code compliance items (see end of minutes)

6. City staff reports and Commissioner Comments:
· City/County Commissioners’ remarks
· Chris Simmons
i. Highlighted BCPD work. BCPD came down to Chris’s house and warned him to go inside because a man with a knife was running down the street. BCPD was able to apprehend the man and successfully resolve the situation. Wanted to publicly thank them for their great work that is not seen by the public. 
ii. Budget workshop Jan 24th. BC has a $2.4 Million deficit (basically State was going to cover lost tax revenue to municipalities around the state due to new taxing law put into place. Over time, it was going to be incrementally less starting in 2016, but BC had a sharp drop (from $3.2M last year to $800K this year). Go online to BC government website to view more background and now different options to address shortfall: (https://battlecreek.novusagenda.com/agendapublic/MeetingView.aspx?MeetingID=485&MinutesMeetingID=679&doctype=Agenda ). Comm. Simmons does not want Option 1 (basically pull from rainy day fund since it does not fix chronic problem and put BC below recommended reserve fund). Option 2 is slimming down certain areas. Option 3 is across the board 5% cut to personal. Comm. Simmons is leaning on Option 2. 
1. Maria Phelps (Chief of Staff for Jim Haadsma office, our state representative for Battle Creek) will be working this issue with Jim to ensure this issue is looked at the State level. It is a sharp decrease that should have been incremental. The State Treasury has also not been able to respond to BC over how the formula works and what the future payments to BC would be. 
iii. New Contract with Waste Management – Starting April will have recycling only twice every other week to prevent costs from rising (once every two weeks). BC will put out communications. 
1. Tina brought up it is hard to communicate to Waste Management when having issue. 
a. Elizabeth Paul is BC POC to contact if Waste Management is giving issue.
iv. Amendment to ordinance for distracted driving introduced (i.e. texting/talking on phone). 1st commission meeting in February will be for final vote to adopt.

· Police Department Report 
· Officer O’Connell
i. Few Larcenies last month stealing out of unlocked cars (with holiday times).
ii. Dan Busher brought up about “AT&T” workers that were suspicious scanning around neighborhood. Dan followed them around for a block and witnessed them trying to scope out homes and seeing if front door is open. When inquired to local AT&T business it was reported they were not with AT&T.  
· City Representative Report
· Blake Prewitt – Lakeview Strategic Planning Process: Present information to NPC ***Unable to attend due to other event came up***
7. Committee reports:
· Beautiful Battle Creek Award Nominations – Dave Hawks – Motion Passed
i. Brett and Amanda Weiss – 217 Devon Rd.
1. Completed a lot of good landscaping and made their house very crisp. 
· Neighborhoods and Land Use – John Godfrey 
i. New Holland going well, plan on being open end of Summer
ii. BCU - Shranks is being redeveloped
iii. Horrocks is putting out feelers to expand (find new building)
· NPC 11 Programs – James McDonagh 
i. Looking for more ideas for programs – Please feel free to email him ideas at: JMcDonut@SBCGLOBAL.net does not have to be city business, but can be upcoming events, local businesses, and/or other interesting things happening in Battle Creek.


8. Old business:  
· None
9. New business: 
· Monthly informational Program: Carl E. Fedders – City Engineer, Assistant Department of Public Works Director. Will be discussing new water plant coming on-line for Battle Creek. **See end of minutes for the Power Point presentation**
i. Water plant is funded through own water fund (not general fund). Currently has no debt.
ii. Went over process of how BC water is sanitized, cleaned, and distributed.
iii. Battle creek has about 5K worth of lead service pipes.
1. BC will have 5 years to inventory lead service pipe
2. MI DEQ then states for 20 years after to replace these lead service pipes.
3. Everything south of Columbia typically does not have lead service pipe.  
4. BC Water mains have no lead. (mostly Cast Iron/PVC)
5. Department of Public Works (DPW) can research what type of service is going into your house.  
6. Will be new water main replacement on Columbia for the whole section between riverside and Capital (this construction season, spring/summer 2019).
7. New Rate study 2021 that will be worked and brought to commission for setting water/wastewater rates for next 5 years from 2022.
a. Because of new interest of water safety, BC may have to install a more expensive filter system in the next few years that would increase the water bill even though our current water system has been performing extremely well with water quality meeting/exceeding standards set. 

10. Public Comments: 
· Jan. 28th at 630 PM first united Church at 11 E Michigan Ave. A Recycling event will be hosted.
11. Members’ comments:
· Leah Ortiz – Suggest for Facebook exclusive NPC 11 group if anyone interested.
1. Leah will start the Facebook page and update NPC on progress.
12. Next meeting: February 27, 2019 at Central Christian Church - 713 Riverside Dr
· Program: TBD
13. Adjournment - 8:30PM
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CITY OF BATTLE CREEK NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING COUNCIL (NPC) 11 MEETING
PUBLIC COMMENT PROCEDURES & RULES   

Welcome to this NPC 11 meeting.  We appreciate your taking the time to attend.  Everyone will be given an opportunity to speak.  Question may be ask when the Chairperson or program speaker invites them.  Speakers will be provided an opportunity to address the NPC with general comments during the public comment portion of the agenda 

Please understand that the meeting participants may, or may not, answer questions from the public that are raised during public comments portion of the meeting. 

In order for us to have an effective meeting, we ask that you abide by the following rules:

1. Please wait for the Chairperson to acknowledge you before you speak.

2. Begin by stating your name and address, and please write down your information on the sign-in sheet.  State your comments, opinions, or questions on the issue being discussed and direct them to the Chairperson.

3. To ensure that everyone has time to speak and that we can address other items on today’s agenda, each speaker is ask to limit comments or questions to no more than three (3) minutes at each meeting, except that a speaker’s time may be extended by decision of the Chairperson.  Speakers are requested to speak one at a time on any item and to refrain from repeating the comments of previous speakers.

4. Please be respectful of your neighbors and presenters.

Again, thank you for taking the time to attend this Neighborhood Planning Council meeting.

Minges Brook/Riverside Neighborhood Planning Council (NPC) #11
Calendar of Upcoming NPC Meetings
 (4th Wednesday of the month unless otherwise noted)

Chair: Leah Ortiz
Vice Chair: Tina Yost/Dan Buscher
Secretary: Tate Trujillo

	All times are 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   
Location: Central Christian Church - 713 Riverside Drive Battle Creek, MI 49015 

DATES:

	Combined Nov/Dec Holiday meeting Nov 28th

	

	Wed Jan 23rd 2019

	

	Wed Feb 27th 2019

	

	Wed Mar 27th 2019

	

	Wed Apr 24th 2019

	

	Wed Mar 22nd 2019

	




NPC 11 meetings have moved to a new location at Central Christian Church – 713 Riverside Drive.   This is across the street approximately 1/5th of a mile south of our old meeting location, Riverside Elementary School. 
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RADON, IRON & MANGANESE
REMOVAL PLANT
VERONA PUMPING STATION
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% Energy efficient motors were
installed in 2011 using of an
energy efficiency grant

% Two combined well fields at the
Verona locations and Bailey Park
are home to twenty-two wells

% Water withdrawals are from the
Marshall Sandstone Aquifer

“ Capacity of 30 MGD - Wellfield

* Average Depth 125
% Average Production 2200 gpm
* Horse Power 30-50 HP
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% Water is pumped by the well
pumps to the top of the
aerators
¢ Water cascades over a series
of puc pipes and metal racks
inside each aerator creating
droplets that mix with air
“ Airis drawn up through the
aerators as the water falls to
introduce oxygen to the water.
% This treatment introduces the
iron and manganese to oxygen
and creates a reaction that
causes the iron an manganese
to start forming larger
particles
Aeration also removes the
radon in the water supply as
well as other Volatile Organic
Compounds
% First dose of Chlorine
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INTERIOR OF AREATOR
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Gravity flow from aerators into Venting on east side of
equalization tanks equalization tanks allows air in

and out

Equalization tanks are two parallel
tanks in the lowest level of the plant
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% Robotic Camera
Inspections

“*  Evaluate infiltration

% Evaluate pump casing &
pits

% Condition Assessment
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LOW SERVICE PUMP AREA

<+ Four low service pumps

% Pumping from
equalization tanks in
the lowest basin

“Pumpingin to a
manifold that equally
supplies the contact
tanks
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% Water is routed over & under baffle
walls to slow the flow

% Detention time allows for iron &
manganese to form particles that can
be captured in filter media

“ Water cascades out of contact tanks to
filters by gravity
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% Iron & Manganese is removed as water
passes through the filter media by gravity.
The filter media is composed of 12” of
anthracite on top of 18” of sand.

“ Poly Orthophosphate s added for
corrosion control. This product reduces
the interaction of the water with metal in
the water and piping in the water system
and homes.

% (L&C control)
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<+ Twin parabolic chambers
< Pillar designed for mixing
<+ Completely underground

May have been built by German
POWS from Ft. Custer 22?2
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+ Backwash to the lagoons

“ Water evaporates or infiltrates the
soil recharging the aquifer

% Excess discharged to Battle Creek
river when necessary. NPDES
permitted

% Sediment hauled to landfil
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VERONA PUMPING STATION

Water samples are tested in at
the Verona lab for

% Chlorine residual
 Poly Orthophosphate
Fluoride

Dissolved Oxygen

Iron & manganese removal
“ Alkalinity & Conductivity

Langelier Index for corrosivity
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CLEAR WELL INSPECTION

% Robotic Camera Inspections

Evaluate infiltration
Evaluate high service pumps
Determine iron sediment build up

ify sampling site condition

Sampling moved in 2018

% Condition Assessment
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VERONA PUMPING STATION

Final treatment
< Chlorine added through

Sodium Hypo-Chlorite
dosing for disinfection

“*Fluoride is added for its
dental health benefits

<+ Dosing systems use day
tanks for product
measuring and to
prevent overdosing
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VERONA PUMPING STAI\TION

High service pumping
Six pumps of various sizes to match demand
New HS pump #6 to be installed.
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Consumers Confidence

< The City of Battle Creek <« Consumer Confidence
has a very reliable ground Reports are published
water supply. This annually.
provides consistent water & \Water Quality reports
quality and chemistry. since 2011 are available

on the City’s website.
% We recently converted to < Testing for PFOS & PFOA

sodium hypochlorite to done by the state where
remove the hazard of well below levels of
pure chlorine gas concern

handling.

http://www.battlecreekmi.gov/Archive.aspx?’AMID=54
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What is a Lead Service Line
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Water main projects
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Riverside Country Club
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