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BATTLE CREEK CITY COMMISSION
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 11, 2009
FULL BLAST
35 HAMBLIN

4:00 P.M.

Committee Members Present:  Commissioners Baldwin, Hersha, Thompson

Committee Members Absent:  Vice Mayor Walker

Others   Present:  Greg Zanotti, Public Works Transportation Director; Jerry Hutchison,
Transit Manager; James Ritsema, Assistant City Manager; Deidre Laser, City Clerk;

Call to Order: Commissioner Baldwin called the meeting to order at 4:02 P.M.

Public Comment: None.

Approval of Minutes:

A motion was made by Comm. Thompson, supported by Comm. Hersha, to approve the
January 28, 2009, meeting minutes.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Update on Public Input:

Jerry Hutchinson provided an update on the public Open House that was held on January
29, 2009.  He reported that 16 people attended and about a third shared concern in
regards to bus route changes, particularly about Rolling Hills being shortened. It was
stated that under the circulator route on Capital Ave SW, riders will still be served in the
future. It is being questioned if there should be a route going to both of the Meijer stores
as passengers tend to go to the Meijer on Helmer more then the one on Beckley. Mr.
Hutchison indicated that he met with citizens on February 10, 2009, to put together a
coordination plan. This was the first of three meetings and he anticipated a plan to be
submitted by the end of the month. Mr. Hutchinson stated that the transfer policy was
never meant to board the same bus. Capital and Columbia have two separate routes. He
talked about finding ways to better allocate resources and noted that the buses would run
more frequently up Capital Ave NE into Pennfield Township.   Mr. Hutchinson told the
committee that historical results show low ridership in the Urbandale area. He talked
about how the City could use a van as an alternative at a low rate and would run at
scheduled times. There are 1100 bus rider’s everyday and 5 going to Rolling Hills.
Ridership is heavier the first of the month. The benefit of Taylor is to circulate bus back
to Michigan. 

Comm. Hersha asked Mr. Hutchison what his concerns were regarding transfers.  He
asked Greg Zanotti to illustrate the current Urbandale 60-minute route on the map.
Comm. Hersha felt reducing the route will cause a hardship for Rolling Hills’ residents
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and asked how many people would be affected by the changes for Lakeview and Rolling
Hills. He supported a $2 van service and route change. 

Comm. Baldwin asked why they were looking at alternative routes. She questioned if the
$2.00 rate was enough to qualify most riders for van service. Comm. Baldwin would like
to see a ridership report. She felt that a $2.00 call ride for a van would be a good idea. 

Greg Zanotti stated that the test runs showed that the buses could go to Bent Tree or
Bedford Manor and still not reach Rolling Hills. He voiced that McDonalds is a specific
ridership location. Mr. Zanotti suggested either leaving the route as it is or make it a 30
minute route.  Mr. Zanotti asked the committee if a $2.00 call ride is offered in
Urbandale, should the City consider a caller ride on the south side. There would be an
hour wait at the transfer point. Modifications could be made by scheduling a ride to
Rolling Hills to transfer to a Super Stop. Mr. Zanotti would like consensus after the
Public Hearing to be held on February 17, 2009. He suggested the Urbandale route to go
up to Bent Tree, continue serve on Capital Avenue NE, and offer a $2.00 call ride for 1
year.

Comm. Thompson shared her concern for the Urbandale area and asked for a clarification
on the Arbor Pointe residents.  She approved of the caller ride system and questioned
how Urbandale would be impacted.

Motion:  A motion was made by Comm. Hersha, supported by Comm. Thompson, to
support the plan.  All yes.  Motion carried.

Next   Steps:  The Battle Creek City Commission will hold a Public Hearing on February
17, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. when the amended transit plan will be presented.

Adjournment:  5:10 P.M.

DAL:ca


